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Special Arts Advisory Committee  
Meeting Agenda 
 
Tuesday, June 23, 2026  
3:00 PM – 5:00 PM 
 
San Diego County Regional Airport Authority 
Administration Building 
First Floor – Zenith Room  
2417 McCain Road 
San Diego, California 92101 
 
This Agenda contains a brief general description of each Item to be considered. If 
comments are made to the Committee without prior notice or are not listed on the 
Agenda, no specific answers or responses should be expected at this meeting 
pursuant to State law.  
 
Copies of written documentation relating to each Item of business on the Agenda 
are on file in the Office of the Authority Clerk and are available for public 
inspection.  
 
Members of the public wishing to address the Committee on Agenda Items must 
submit a speaker slip to the Liaison of the Committee.  When called to speak, 
please state your name and city of residence for the record.  Each speaker is limited 
to three (3) minutes per Agenda Item. 
 
THE CLERK’S OFFICE DOES NOT ACCEPT EXTERNAL FLASH DRIVES OR REMOVABLE MEDIA 
DEVICES. ALL PRESENTATIONS MUST BE EMAILED TO CLERK@SAN.ORG  BY CLOSE OF 
BUSINESS THE DAY PRIOR TO THE APPLICABLE MEETING. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:CLERK@SAN.ORG
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CALL TO ORDER: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Committee Members: Whitney Benzian, Bob Bolton, Cat Chiu Phillips, Robert Gleason 

(Chair), Jon Graves, Clare Haggarty, Matt Rich, Adena Varner 
 
NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Non-Agenda Public Comment is reserved for members of the public wishing to address the 
Committee on matters for which another opportunity to speak is not provided on the 
Agenda, and which is within the jurisdiction of the Board. Please submit a completed 
speaker slip to the Committee Liaison.  
 
Note:  Persons wishing to speak on specific items should reserve their comments until the 
specific item is taken up by the Committee. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

RECOMMENDATION: Approve the Minutes of the March 19, 2026, Regular Meeting. 
   

2.   ACTION –APPROVAL OF JULIE CHANG'S T2E CONNECTOR ARTIST CONCEPT 
DESIGN TO THE PRESIDENT/CEO FOR HIS REVIEW AND CONFIRMATION:    
RECOMMENDATION: Review and approve Julie Chang’s T2E artist concept. 

 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 
3.  STAFF UPDATES: 

- T1 Phase B Updates 
- Public Art 
- Temporary Exhibitions 
- Performing Arts 
- Community Engagement 
- Social Media and Press 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
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NOTE: For your convenience, the Agenda is also available to you on our website at 
www.san.org.  
For those planning to attend the Board Meeting, parking is available in the Airport 
Administration Building Parking Lot (entrance on the east side of McCain Road). 
Bring your ticket to the first-floor receptionist for validation. 
Visitors can park in the lot from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
You may also reach the SDCRAA Building by using public transit via the San Diego MTS 
System, Route 923. For route and fare information, please call the San Diego MTS at (619) 
233-3004 or 511.  
 

 

http://www.san.org/


DRAFT 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY REGIONAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

SPECIAL ARTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (AAC) 
MINUTES 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 2026 
ZENITH CONFERENCE ROOM 

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Gleason called the Special Arts Advisory Committee Meeting to 
order at 3:07 p.m. on Thursday, March 19, 2026, at the San Diego County Regional Airport 
Authority, Administration Building, 2417 McCain Road, San Diego, CA 92101. 

ROLL CALL: 

PRESENT: Committee Members: Bob Bolton (ex-officio), Cat Chiu Phillips, 
Clare Haggerty, Robert Gleason (Chair), 
Jon Graves (ex-officio), Matt Rich, Adena 
Varner 

ABSENT: Committee Members: None 

ALSO PRESENT: Lee Kaminetz, Assistant General Counsel; Arely Valenzuela, Assistant 
Authority Clerk II  

NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Clare Haggerty arrived at 3:11 p.m. 

CHAIR REPORT: Chair Gleason announced Atif Saeed as the new CEO of the Airport 
Authority and Lee Kaminetz as General Counsel (Per Resolution 2026-0010: Term begins 
on July 1, 2026).  He also reported the resignation of Committee Member Elsa Cameron 
(as of March 19, 2026) and noted that the Arts Committee Board Liaison will be appointed 
at the next Board meeting. 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
RECOMMENDATION: Approve the Minutes of the December 16, 2025, Special
Meeting.

ACTION: Moved by Committee Member Varner and seconded by Committee
Member Rich to approve staff’s recommendation. Motion carried
unanimously.

2. ELECT AN AAC CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR TO SERVE FOR THE 2026 CALENDAR
YEAR:

Item 1
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Chair Gleason nominated Adena Varner to act as Vice-Chair of the Arts Advisory 
Committee. 

ACTION: Moved by Chair Gleason and seconded by Committee Member Rich 
to approve recommendation. Motion carried unanimously. 

Committee Member Varner nominated Robert Gleason to continue his role as Chair 
of the Arts Advisory Committee. 

ACTION: Moved by Committee Member Varner and seconded by Committee 
Member Phillips to approve recommendation. Motion carried unanimously. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

3. CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE VISION:
Jon Graves, Director, Customer Experience, provided a presentation on the
Customer Experience Vision.

4. STAFF UPDATES:
Tiffany Beres, Manager of the Arts; Aleta Lee, Airport Arts Program Manager and
Daniel Dennert, Airport Arts Program Manager, provided a presentation on Public
Art, Temporary Exhibitions, Performing Arts, Community Engagement, Social Media
and Press.

COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS: 

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 

APPROVED BY A MOTION OF THE ARTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF THE SAN 
DIEGO COUNTY REGIONAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY THIS 23TH DAY OF JUNE 2026. 

ATTEST: 

ARELY VALENZUELA  
ASSISTANT AUTHORITY CLERK II 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

LEE KAMINETZ 
ASSISTANT GENERAL COUNSEL 
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Approve Julie Chang's T2E 
Connector artist concept 
design to the President/CEO 
for his review and 
confirmation

ITEM 2 – ACTION: 



Concept Proposal Terrazzo Floor 
Terminal 2 East Connector

San Diego International Airport
June 2026

JULIE W CHANG STUDIOS
www. juliewchang.com  
julie@juliewchang.com
@juliewchangstudios



Hearts Delight •  Vinyl Mural •  San Jose Museum of Art 



Among  •  Architectural Art Glass / Painted Mural  •  Oakland, CA 



Among  •  Architectural Art Glass / Painted Mural  •  Oakland, CA 



Totem  •  Corten Steel Sculpture  •  Federal Building 53, Denver, CO



Secret Garden  •  Terrazzo Floor  •  Salesforce Transit Center, SF, CA



Secret Garden  •  Terrazzo Floor  •  Salesforce Transit Center, SF, CA



Concept Proposal  • Terrazzo Floor  • Terminal 2 East Connector, SAN



KALEIDOSCOPE 
SUNBURST

Inspired by the shifting light of the 
Pacific coast, abstract radiating 
forms reference San Diego's warm 
coastal identity, kaleidoscopic 
patterns of color and reflection, and 
the bold graphic language of vintage 
surf culture. Together they express 
optimism, movement, and a 
welcoming sense of place.

● Warm Coastal Identity
● Kaleidoscope
● Retro Surf Aesthetic



PAPEL PICADO
BLUE-EYED GRASS
Rooted in the shared cultural landscape 
of the U.S.–Mexico border region, this 
pattern blends the native Blue-Eyed 
Grass with the ornamental traditions of 
papel picado and lowrider lace paint. 
The resulting composition celebrates 
Chicano creativity, cultural continuity, 
craftsmanship, movement, and pride.

● Papel Picado
● Blue-Eyed Grass 
● Lowrider Lace Paint



SEIGAIHA AZTEC 
WAVE
Blending the non-directional rhythm 
of the seigaiha with the stepped 
geometry of Aztec motifs, the 
pattern draws inspiration from 
ocean currents, bathymetric 
contours, and naval navigation 
systems. The layered field suggests 
movement, connectivity, endurance, 
and the passage of time.

● Aztec Geometry
● Ocean Waves
● Seigaiha Pattern



KUMEYAAY DIAMOND 
WEAVE

Informed by Kumeyaay basketry 
traditions, this pattern serves as the 
foundation, field, and loom for the 
overall design. Its woven geometry 
creates a structured ground on which 
other elements migrate, gather, 
disperse, and evolve. As symbols enter 
this field, they are held, reframed, and 
transformed by its underlying logic.

● Loom
● Kumeyaay Weaving
● Migration/Transformation



CELLULAR REEF
Derived from the porous architecture 
of honeycomb coral and the ordered 
geometry of cellular systems, this 
pattern connects San Diego’s marine 
ecology with its leadership in 
biotechnology and research. Blending 
organic growth with scientific 
structure, it creates a visual language 
of exploration, innovation, and 
discovery.

● Honeycomb Coral
● Cellular Lattice
● Molecular Structures



Pattern Migration and Evolution 



San Diego T2E Connector Floor – The “Link”– Composition In-Situ



110 feet

20
 fe

et



7 feet



http://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cql2Gn5dlsBLZLf9j7maRjvpMe9CISs2/view


FABRICATION STUDY



COLOR PALETTE



The Terminal 2 East Connector terrazzo floor transforms a passageway into an immersive 
landscape of encounter and discovery. Rooted in San Diego’s ecology, history, and cultural 
landscape, the artwork reflects and celebrates the city’s many identities.



Staff Updates

ITEM 3: 



Departures:
• Aleta Lee, Program Manager 

– Public Art

New Team Members:
• Roxana Lopez, Art Team 

Coordinator

• Abigail Powell, Arts 
Administration Intern

Staffing Updates



New Terminal 1 Phase B Updates



Children's Play Area



Performance Stage

Project Goals
• Create a stage environment that reflects the 

spirit of San Diego. 
• Enhance the passenger experience through 

engaging design. 
• Incorporate infrastructure that supports 

activation and programming during non-
performance periods. 

Current Status
• Initial design concepts have been developed 

and reviewed. 
• Collaborating with the Airport Design & 

Construction (ADC) Team and Joint Venture 
(JV) to advance design development and 
implementation planning.

1B Performance Stage concept design from 2023



Art Corridor

1B concept design from 2022 for In Flight mosaic relocation and art vitrines



Art Corridor

Redeveloped multifunctional Art Corridor area



Public Art Updates



RISE enhancements



Conservation updates

Connectocracy (2013) at the USO, 
deaccessioned In 2024



Conservation updates

The Journey (2013) by Jim Campbell in T2 West



Temporary Exhibitions



• In the middle of change over 
from Mirror Mirror to NEW 
PAINT.

• Working within broader 
Customer Experience team to 
solidify design components.

• In process of working with the 
Harold Cohen Trust to confirm 
agreement/items for loan.

• Plan to begin deinstallation of 
old freestanding display cases 
in T2.

NEW PAINT 

Artist Yin Yu's concept design for Marine Morphing Machine



Snapshot San Diego

• Continuing conversations with airport design 
and construction about collars to protect the 
display cases once installed.

• Exhibition timeline dependent on fabrication 
timelines for safety solution.



Performing Arts



• 49 concerts since meeting in March

• Production Consultant Reaction's Agreement 
amended 
o Nick Cruz now manages pool of contracted 

musicians
o Continuing 3 concerts a week in T1

• Special programming:
o Resounding Joy - Memorial Day
o Hula Dancers – Spring Break
o Shout House! Performer Missy Alcazar at the public 

piano

Ongoing Concerts Series

San Diego Hula Academy performing under RISE 
during Spring Break holiday



• A Step Beyond completed their 
in-terminal residency

• Final performance had 15-20 
guests at the airport traveling 
along the entire performance 
route (right). 

• New Open Call to launch in July

Performing Arts Residency Update



Community Engagement



A Step Beyond Community Event

• Public presentation 
of "Home in Transit" on 
June 4 in Escondido

• Event featured excerpts 
of the choreographed 
dances, family-created 
costume artwork, and 
elements of the 
Residency's sound 
design.



The American Institute of Architects (AIA) Tour

• The National AIA Conference on Architecture & 
Design (AIA26) hosted in San Diego this year. 

• On June 12, the Airport Arts Team collaborated with 
the Airport Design & Construction (ADC) Team and 
New Terminal 1 (NT1) Architect Turner-Joint 
Venture/Gensler to showcase the NT1 project 
through a dedicated conference tour.

• Tour attracted more than 45 architecture and design 
professionals offering a unique opportunity to 
highlight the airport's integrated approach to art, 
architecture, and placemaking.



Social Media & Press



Time 100 feature Walter Hood
4/19/2026
6650 reach IG
2950 reach FB

SD Hula performance
5/15/2026
6482 reach on IG
5275 reach on FB

Irish music performer at  SAN
3/17/2026
6114 reach on IG
4541 reach on FB



World Art Day, April 15, 2026



A Step Beyond on Cover of 
April 17, 2026, Union Tribune



A Step Beyond on Local TV

CBS 8

La Frontera



Resounding Joy on CBS 8



Westways Magazine, AAA Member Publication, May 2026



Wallpaper* Magazine, April 2026



Earned Media 



Thank you!
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