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Special Airport Arts Advisory Committee  
Meeting Agenda 
 
Tuesday, December 16, 2025 
9:00 AM – 11:00 AM 
 
San Diego County Regional Airport Authority 
Administration Building 
First Floor – Zenith 
2417 McCain Road 
San Diego, CA 92101 
 
This Agenda contains a brief general description of each item to be considered. If 
comments are made to the Committee without prior notice, or are not listed on the 
Agenda, no specific answers or responses should be expected at this meeting 
pursuant to State law.  
 
Copies of written documentation relating to each item of business on the Agenda 
are on file in the Airport Authority's office and are available for public inspection.  
 
PLEASE COMPLETE A "REQUEST TO SPEAK” FORM PRIOR TO THE COMMENCEMENT 
OF THE MEETING AND SUBMIT IT TO THE LIAISON OF THE COMMITTEE.  
 
The Authority has identified a local company to provide oral interpreter and translation 
services for public meetings. If you require oral interpreter or translation services, please 
telephone the Board Services /Authority Clerk Department with your request at (619) 
400-2400 at least three (3) working days prior to the meeting. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Committee Members: Robert Gleason (Chair), Elsa Cameron, Cat Chiu Phillips, Bob 

Bolton, Jon Graves, Clare Haggarty, Matt Rich, Adena Varner 
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NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Non-Agenda Public Comment is reserved for members of the public wishing to address the 
Committee on matters for which another opportunity to speak is not provided on the 
Agenda, and which is within the jurisdiction of the Board. Please submit a completed 
speaker slip to the Committee Liaison.  
 
Note:  Persons wishing to speak on specific items should reserve their comments until the 
specific item is taken up by the Committee. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

RECOMMENDATION:  Approve the minutes of the September 4, 2025, Regular 
Meeting. 
 

2.   ACTION – REVIEW AND APPROVE ARTIST SELECTIONS FOR THE CONNECTOR 
 PUBLIC ART PROJECT: 

Recommendation: Approve the artist selections for the Connector Public Art Project 
 to President/CEO for her review and confirmation 

 
3.   ACTION – REVIEW AND APPROVE THE 2026 PERFORMING ARTS RESIDENCY 
 SELECTION PANEL AND DESIGNATE AN AAC LIAISON: 

Recommendation: Approve the 2026 performing arts residency selection panel and 
 designate an AAC liaison. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
4.  STAFF UPDATES: 

- Arts Master Plan & Goals for 2026 
- Public Art 
- Temporary Exhibitions 
- Performing Arts 
- Community Engagement 
- Social Media and Press 
 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
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NOTE:  Members of the public wishing to address the Committee on Agenda Items must 
submit a speaker slip to the Liaison of the Committee.  When called to speak, please 
state your name and city of residence for the record.  Each speaker is limited to three (3) 
minutes per Agenda Item. 

This information is available in alternative formats upon request.  To request an Agenda 
in an alternative format, or to request a sign language or oral interpreter, or an Assistive 
Listening Device (ALD) for the meeting, please telephone the Authority Clerk’s Office at 
(619) 400-2550 at least three (3) working days prior to the meeting to ensure availability.

For your convenience, the Agenda is also available to you on our website at 
www.san.org.  

For those planning to attend the Board meeting, parking is available in the Airport 
Administration Building Parking Lot (entrance on the east side of McCain Road). 
Bring your ticket to the first-floor receptionist for validation. 
Visitors can park in the lot from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
You may also reach the SDCRAA Building by using public transit via the San Diego MTS 
System, Route 923. For route and fare information, please call the San Diego MTS at (619) 
233-3004 or 511.

http://www.san.org/


DRAFT 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY REGIONAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY 

SPECIAL ARTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE (AAC) 
MINUTES 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2025 
ZENITH CONFERENCE ROOM 

CALL TO ORDER: Chair Gleason called the Arts Committee Meeting to order at 2:04 p.m. on 
Thursday, September 4, 2025, at the San Diego County Regional Airport Authority, 
Administration Building, 2417 McCain Road, San Diego, CA 92101. 

ROLL CALL: 

PRESENT: Committee Members: Cat Chiu Phillips, Bob Bolton (ex-officio), 
Robert Gleason (Chair), Jon Graves (ex-
officio), Clare Haggerty, Lidia S. Martinez, 
Adena Varner 

Absent: Committee Members: Elsa Cameron, Matt Rich 

ALSO PRESENT: Angela Shafer-Payne, VP & Chief Development Officer; Lee Kaminetz, 
General Counsel; Arely Valenzuela, Assistant Authority Clerk II  

NON-AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT: None 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
RECOMMENDATION: Approve the minutes of the March 13, 2025, Regular Meeting.

ACTION: Moved by Committee Member Martinez and seconded by Committee
Member Haggerty to approve staff’s recommendation. Motion carried
unanimously noting Committee Member Cameron and Rich as ABSENT.

Ex-Officio Member Jon Graves arrived at the meeting at 2:08 p.m.

Ex-Officio Member Bob Bolton arrived at the meeting at 2:09 p.m.

2. REVIEW AND APPROVE THE DEACCESSION OF MOSAIC, IN FLIGHT, BY MIKE
MANDEL:
RECOMMENDATION: Review and approve the deaccession of the artwork.

ACTION: Moved by Martinez and seconded by Committee Member Varner to
approve staff’s recommendation. Motion carried unanimously noting
Committee Member Cameron and Committee Member Rich as ABSENT.

Item 1
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OLD BUSINESS: 

3. STAFF UPDATES:
Tiffany Beres, Manager of the Arts and Daniel Dennert, Airport Arts Program
Manager, introduced new staff members of the Arts department and provided a
presentation on Public Art, Temporary Exhibitions, Performing Arts, Social Media
and Press of the New T1.

Chair Gleason requested review and discussion of the Authority Policy on Public Art
and how money is allocated to CIP projects at one of the next two Arts Advisory
Meetings (December or March).

TOUR OF NT1: 

4. TOUR OF THE NEW TERMINAL’S PUBLIC ART AND GALLERY SPACE, THE STUDIO
Staff provided a guided tour to the Arts Advisory Committee Member and guests of
the New T1 Public Art and Gallery Space.

COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS: 

ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 

APPROVED BY A MOTION OF THE SAN DIEGO COUNTY REGIONAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY 
BOARD THIS 11th DAY OF DECEMBER 2025. 

ATTEST: 

ARELY VALENZUELA  
ASSISTANT AUTHORITY CLERK II 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

LEE KAMINETZ 
GENERAL COUNSEL 













































SAN DIEGO REGIONAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY 
AIRPORT ARTS PROGRAM

BACKGROUND MEMO 

Date: December 16, 2025 
To: Airport Arts Advisory Committee 
From: Tiffany Beres, Manager of Arts 
Subject: Nominations for the 2026 Performing Arts Residency Selection Panel Members 

BACKGROUND 

The Performing Arts Residency Program cultivates the local performing arts community by 
inviting two artist groups or collectives to develop and perform new work over the course of five 
months. This program allows for the creation and presentation of new work that simultaneously 
enriches the airport experience for customers and supports the regional performing arts 
community. The residency is a process-oriented program open to contemporary performing arts 
in all disciplines—dance, music, theater, as well as cross-disciplinary digital media. 

ANALYSIS/JUSTIFICATION 

Board Policy 8.5 states that the AAC will 'approve selection panels for Performing Arts 
Residency and Temporary Exhibition programs.' Based on this policy and following best 
practices for forming selection committees as outlined in the December 12, 2024, SAN Arts 
Advisory Committee Meeting Presentation, we propose five nominations for the 2025 
Performing Arts Residency Selection Panel, which include additional nominations for 
contingency. 

Below are the biographies for the proposed members of the 2025 Performing Arts Residency 
Selection Panel: 

Ana Maria Alvarez is the Founding Artistic Director of CONTRA-TIEMPO, an internationally 
recognized dance company celebrated for its dynamic fusion of Afro-Latin movement and 
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contemporary performance. Her choreography is known for its athleticism, musicality, and bold 
theatricality, earning the company commissions and presentations at major venues across the 
country. Alvarez’s work brings communities together through rhythm, storytelling, and 
collaborative creative practice. She continues to shape the field through innovative approaches 
that highlight the expressive power and cultural depth of dance. 
 
Maria Patrice Amon is the Co-Artistic Director of TuYo Theatre, a company dedicated to 
uplifting Latinx voices through culturally grounded storytelling and new work development. She 
is a director, dramaturg, and educator whose practice foregrounds representation and 
community collaboration. Amon’s work spans theatre, film, and academia, with a consistent 
focus on expanding access to artistic expression. Her leadership contributes to a more inclusive 
and diverse creative landscape in San Diego.  
 
Sunny Rey Azzarito is a social worker, author, and community advocate with nearly two 
decades of experience in mental health, child welfare, and community outreach. As co-founder 
of Poets Underground, a nonprofit organization, she creates inclusive spaces for healing and 
expression through the arts. A prolific writer, Azzarito has authored three books that explore 
themes of healing and transformation. Her personal journey through homelessness and foster 
care shapes her advocacy and her work continues to inspire diverse audiences. 
 
Mia Fiorella is the Director of Experiences and Activations at La Jolla Playhouse, where she 
develops immersive programs that deepen audience engagement and expand access to 
theatrical storytelling. Her work centers on designing participatory and community-driven artistic 
encounters that bring people closer to the creative process. With a background in producing and 
engagement strategy, Fiorella builds bridges between artists and audiences through thoughtful, 
innovative experiences. She is committed to fostering meaningful and memorable interactions 
with the performing arts. 
 
Kate Hatmaker is the Co-Founder, Executive Director, and Artistic Director of Art of Elan, a 
chamber music organization known for pushing artistic boundaries and reimagining how 
classical music is experienced. As a violinist and cultural leader, she champions contemporary 
works and collaborative programming that brings music into unexpected community spaces. 
Hatmaker’s creative vision emphasizes accessibility, innovation, and cross-disciplinary 
exploration. Her leadership continues to expand the role of chamber music in San Diego’s 
cultural ecosystem. 
   
Colleen Kollar Smith is the Executive Director of UC San Diego’s Campus Performance and 
Events Office, leading programming at the Epstein Family Amphitheater. With experience in arts 
leadership and nonprofit administration, Kollar Smith focuses on cultivating an inclusive cultural 
environment at UC San Diego. Previously, she was Executive Producer for Moonlight Stage 
Productions and worked on the City of Vista’s Public Arts Program. She has a proven record in 
community engagement and mentorship for emerging arts professionals. 
 



Catalina Paz is the Artistic Director of Fern Street Circus, where she combines contemporary 
circus performance with a deeply community-centered approach to education and outreach. Her 
practice integrates physical storytelling, neighborhood collaboration, and youth engagement to 
create accessible and empowering artistic experiences. Paz’s leadership reflects her belief in 
the circus as a tool for connection, creativity, and social transformation. She continues to uplift 
diverse voices through performances rooted in community identity and imagination. 
   
Stephen Salts is the Director of Learning and Leadership at the San Diego Symphony, where 
he advocates for equity and diversity in the arts. He previously served as Director of Arts 
Education at St. John's Episcopal School in Los Angeles and Director of Arts Integration at The 
Berkeley Carroll School in New York. Salts has a strong background in arts education and 
administration, holding degrees from Northwestern University and Columbia University. His 
work focuses on expanding access to arts education for all students.     
 
  

 

 

































NEW PAINT Development

• Selection on September 26, 2025
• Kick off meeting November 21, 2025
• Panelists:

• Tiffany Beres, Manager of Arts
• Blanca Lucia Bergman, Founder, Art Unites 
• Daniel Dennert, Curator & Arts Program 

Manager
• Eun Jung Park, Professor, Southwestern 

College 
• Jason Sherry, Visual Artist
• Cat Chiu Phillips, Arts Advisory Committee 

[Ex-Officio]
• Chantal Bedikian, Terminal Operations 

Coordinator [Ex-Officio]



NEW PAINT Recommended Artists

Recommended Arts for Contract Awards:

• Yin Yu
• Harold Cohen (sole-source agreement)
• Adrian Huth
• Memo Akten & Katie Hofstadter
• Robert Twomey
• Amy Alexander
• Trevor Coopersmith



Performing Arts Update



• 18 concerts since last meeting.

• Gathering data through a new audience 
feedback survey and internal operational 
information.
o Adjusted performances to 11am – 1pm.
o Modified a few performance locations for 

maximum traffic.

Ongoing Concerts Series

Padres' organist Bobby Cressey on 
opening day of the new Terminal 1.

Mariachi trio performing for Dia de Los Muertos.



Aug 7

Open Call 

goes public

Aug 19

Information Session

Sept 1

Submissions Due

Oct 2025

Finalist Notifications & 
Auditions

Nov 2025

Selection Notification & 
Contracting

Jan 2026

T1 Activated!

On-Call Musician - Timeline Update

• 67 applications received
• 17 auditions hosted in new Terminal 1, beneath Vessel of Light
• 11 agreements recommended

o 5 Instrumentalists and 6 Vocalists
• 5 contracts executed ahead of schedule; 

o 18 concerts scheduled throughout holidays



On-Call Musicians



• Since September: 7 days on site
• 15 performance hours
• Clown Spa, Emotional Security
• "Royal Taxi" parade

o Co-created improv with passengers

Performing Arts Residency
Winter 2025/26

Fern Street Circus



Performing Arts Residency
Winter 2025/26



Community Engagement



NT1 Opening & Community Events



Performing Arts Residency
Fern Street Circus (Winter 2025/26)

• Hosted free public event at Officer Jeremy Henwood Memorial 
Park in City Heights with  over 200 attendees. 

• Event featured performances, workshops, a Día de los 
Muertos parade, and an “Emotional Baggage Dropoff.”



Artist Talk
City College Class Visit

• Amanda Dahlgren, Professor at San Diego City College, 
brought her photography class to SAN for a special artist 
lecture with current Mirror Mirror exhibitor, Rebecca 
Webb.

• Class used the new SAN Pass program to visit 
the installation after special talks from curator Daniel 
Dennert and the artist.



AAAE Art in the Airport Conference, Tampa FL











Thank you!

*See Disclaimer Page
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