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Missed Approach Definition 

*Only the FAA has the knowledge and control of  aircraft headings, and actual headings flown. 

Some examples of  when air carriers may execute a missed approach are listed below. Please note 

that this list is not inclusive. 

-A departing aircraft is exiting the airspace/runway slower than an arriving aircraft is entering 

the airspace/runway. In an effort to ensure safe separation of  each aircraft, a missed 

approach is executed. 

-A change in weather conditions has reduced minimums to the point that the pilot must 

terminate the descent and executes a missed approach. 

-A pilot is approaching the field at a speed or altitude that would not permit the aircraft to 

touch down at a reasonable distance past the displaced threshold (landing line) and still have 

enough runway remaining for braking and/or reverse thrust. 

-Operations have been halted because foreign object debris (FOD) has been spotted on the 

runway and must be removed prior to resuming operations. 

-Slow flow of  departures and/or arrivals. 



2003-2010 Missed Approaches
2003 = 569, 2004 = 589, 2005 = 696, 2006 = 594, 2007 = 633, 2008 = 663

2009= 538, 2010 = 539
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2010 Missed Approaches
539 Total
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2011 Missed Approaches
364 Total Year To Date
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Curfew Period vs. All Other Times
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Runway Hdg. Vs. Non-Runway Hdg.
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2010 Missed Approaches – Percentage

RWY Hdg. & Non-
Curfew

408 =75.7%

RWY Hdg. & Curfew 
Period

30 = 5.5%

Non-RWY Hdg. & 
Non-Curfew
99 = 18.4%

Non-RWY Hdg. & 
Curfew Period

2 = 0.4%



2011 Missed Approaches –

Percentage (Year to Date)

RWY Hdg. & Non-
Curfew

246 =67.6%

RWY Hdg. & Curfew 
Period

25 = 6.8%

Non-RWY Hdg. & Non-
Curfew

89 = 24.5%

Non-RWY Hdg. & 
Curfew Period

4 = 1.1%



2011 Missed Approaches –

Percentage (Year to Date)
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Any Questions?
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Complaint History – 2006-2011
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2011 Complaints Statistics
January to September, Complaints by Time of Day, 174 Total

7:00 a.m.  - 6:59 p.m. : 
96 Calls = 55%

7:00 p.m. - 9:59 p.m. : 
27 Calls = 16%

10:00 p.m. - 6:59 a.m. : 
51 Calls = 29%



2011 Complaints Statistics
January to September, Complaints by Neighborhood, 174 Total
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2011 Complaints Statistics
January to September, Complaints by Household, 174 Total

1 Household : 37 Calls = 
21%

1 Household : 12 Calls = 
7%

1 Household : 10 Calls = 
6%

1 Household : 8 Calls = 
5%

1 Household : 6 Calls =
3%

1 Household : 5 Calls =
3%3 Households : 4 Calls = 

7%

6 Households : 3 Calls = 
10%

9 Households : 2 Calls = 
10%

48 Households : Single 
Calls = 28%



2011 Complaints Statistics
January to September, Complaints by A/C Type, 174 Total

Airline Jet (33 of 135 
were hushkitted 727s)

78%Airline Prop./Turboprop
0%

G/A Jet
3%

G/A Propeller
1%

Military
1%

Helicopter
0%

Not Applicable / 
Unknown

17%



2011 Complaints Statistics
January to September, Complaints by Cause, 174 Total

Curfew Time Period 
Flights
21%

Too Loud / Too Low
24%

Off Course / Suspected 
Early Turn

33%

Non-Runway Heading / 
Early Turn Departure

21%

Unknown / Other
1%



Any Questions?
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Boundary Definition



Definition

• An aircraft that deviates from the standard 

departure procedures to a new prescribed 

departure path, to insure the safe and efficient 

flow of all aircraft.  These early turns are solely 

conducted at the FAA Control Tower’s 

discretion.  



Definition 

Link:http://www.san.org/documents/airport_nois

e/Airport_Noise_FAQs_2006.pdf

Only the FAA has the capability of  determining what precise 

headings aircraft use when departing SDIA. However Airport staff  

can use the available computerized system to determine if  departing 

aircraft utilized a standard instrument departure (SID). The ANOMS-

GIS software is capable of  overlaying the SID corridor that aircraft 

normally fly when departing SAN. When aircraft fail to transit this 

corridor, a printout of  the radar flight track showing this deviation is 

sent to the FAA TRACON for review. 

http://www.san.org/documents/airport_noise/Airport_Noise_FAQs_2006.pdf
http://www.san.org/documents/airport_noise/Airport_Noise_FAQs_2006.pdf


2010 Early Turns
Total sent to FAA

(Total for 2010 =  588)
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2011 Early Turns
Total sent to FAA

(Total for 2011 =  223)

28

35
36

34

27

14

23

18

8

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

January February March April May June July August September October November December

Early Turns 2011



2011 Early Turns
Weekly Totals
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Any Questions?



“Contra-Flow”
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Contra-Flow Definition 

What are “Contra-Flow” Air Traffic Operations? 

Contra-Flow operations is a air traffic control procedure used at

SDIA when weather and/or aircraft weight play a factor in the arrival

and departing phase of flight. Normal operations at SDIA consist of

arrivals from the east and departures to the west. During Contra-

Flow operations, aircraft arrive from the west and depart to the west

on a reciprocal heading. Once airborne, departing aircraft are

vectored south (over Point Loma) or north (over Mission Beach) to

clear the airspace for arrivals into SDIA. These operations occur

rarely and, for safety reasons, significantly reduce the operational

capacity of the airport when they occur.

Link: http://www.san.org/documents/airport_noise/Airport_Noise_FAQs_2006.pdf

http://www.san.org/documents/airport_noise/Airport_Noise_FAQs_2006.pdf
http://www.san.org/documents/airport_noise/Airport_Noise_FAQs_2006.pdf


July 2011 Contra-Flow
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August 2011 Contra-Flow
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September 2011 Contra-Flow
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2011 Contra-Flow Totals
(Left 56 / Straight 611 / Right 408)
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Any Questions? 


