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Agenda

1. Existing Airport Site 
Constraints and 
Planning Background 
Issues

–The Airport Vision

–Airport Overview

–Stakeholders

–Local, State and Federal 
Regulations

–Finances

2. Airport Development 
Plan Overview and 
Timeline
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The Airport Vision
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The Shocks to the System
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Year

Oil crisis

and recession

Iran hostage crisis, oil 

crisis, and recession

Gulf War and recession

Pan Am/Eastern collapse

Recession, September 11th,

and War in Iraq/Afghanistan

Recession, oil crisis, and 

financial credit crisis

Sources:  Air Transport Association, www.airlines.org and Federal Aviation Administration, www.faa.gov, 

accessed April 2012.

Forecast

Aviation demand recovers within 3-5 years of major incidents
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San Diego Region and SDIA

8th largest US city
–2011 estimated population:  1.3 million

17th largest US metro population
–2011 estimated population:  3.1 million

16th largest US metro economy
–2010 gross metropolitan product: $172.7 Billion

28th busiest passenger Airport
–San Diego International, FAA designated large hub

–2011 total passengers: 16.9 million

 Civic Interests

Metropolitan area includes: San Diego-Carlsbad-San Marcos

A region of this size requires an airport that meets its air transportation needs
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SDIA Air Service Characteristics in 2011
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38.5%

15.3%

10.9%

9.5%

6.5%

6.2%

3.2%

2.5%

1.8%

5.6%

Southwest Airlines

United Airlines

Delta Air Lines

American Airlines

Alaska Airlines

US Airways

SkyWest Airlines

Frontier Airlines

Virgin America

Others

Airline Market Shares
19 passenger carriers 

3 cargo carriers

47 daily non-stop 
destinations

Largest O&D Market: 
San Francisco

Source: US DOT O&D Database
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Annual Activity Trends
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One operation= 
either one takeoff 
or one landing by 
an aircraft

After an initial drop, operations and enplanements have stabilized
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International Enplanements

Domestic Enplanements

Aircraft Operations

Source: SDIA
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Existing Facilities
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Airside

Terminal

Parking

Airport access
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Airport Property

With 661 acres, SDIA is the busiest single-runway commercial airport in the world



Authority Advisory Committee Briefing

Existing Airport Facilities Layout
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Air Cargo

Aircraft Overnight 
Parking

Former General 
Dynamics Property

General 
Aviation

Passenger 
Terminal Area

Automobile Surface 
Parking

Commuter Terminal

Rental Car Facilities

Air Traffic Control 
Tower

U.S. Marine Corps 
Recruit Depot
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Future Airport Projects
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Airfield/Airspace

SDIA on Super Bowl Day (2003)
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Airfield Configuration
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Runway Use and Weather Conditions

Runway use and weather conditions:
percent of time configurations used

VFR = Visual Flight Rules

IFR = Instrument Flight Rules

Runway 27 VFR 2,000 feet 3 miles

Runway 27 IFR 700 feet 2 miles

Runway 09  or 09/27 IFR 400 feet 1 mile

Runway 27 VFR (West) 2,000 feet 3 miles

Runway 27 IFR (West) 700 feet 2 miles

Runway 09  or 09/27 IFR (Mixed) 400 feet 1 mile

Configuration (Flow) Ceiling Visibility

Approach Minima

 Airfield/Airspace

Operational Visibility Minimums

Runway 27 
VFR

71.0%

Runway 27 
IFR

25.5%

Runway 09 
or 09/27 

IFR
3.5%

Runway 27 is used for take-offs and landings 96.5% of the time
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Airfield/Airspace
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88.0
87.8
87.8

84.4
83.9

82.8

82.7
82.4
81.9
81.8
81.6
81.4

80.5
80.4
80.3
79.9
79.8
79.4
79.0
78.9
78.9
78.7

77.6
77.5

76.7
76.3

74.4
73.8

73.0

Seattle, WA (SEA)
Salt Lake City, UT (SLC)

Portland, OR (PDX)
Tampa, FL (TPA)

Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN (MSP)
Phoenix, AZ (PHX)

San Diego, CA (SAN)
Washington, DC (DCA)
Los Angeles, CA (LAX)

Houston, TX (IAH)
Orlando, FL (MCO)
Detroit, MI (DTW)

Charlotte, NC (CLT)
Las Vegas, NV (LAS)

Fort Lauderdale, FL (FLL)
Atlanta, GA (ATL)

Washington, DC (IAD)
New York, NY (LGA)

Philadelphia, PA (PHL)
Denver, CO (DEN)
Boston, MA (BOS)

Dallas/Fort Worth, TX (DFW)
Baltimore, MD (BWI)

New York, NY (JFK)
Miami, FL (MIA)

San Francisco, CA (SFO)
Chicago, IL (ORD)

Chicago, IL (MDW)
Newark, NJ (EWR)

Percentage of flights departing within 15 minutes of scheduled departure in 2011

SDIA has a great on-time record

Source: Bureau of 
Transportation Statistics, 
Airline On-Time Data
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Airspace Considerations

18

 Airfield/Airspace

Obstructions
–Terrain to northeast of site 

and southwest of site
–Range of significant 

obstructions to northeast, 
east, and southeast of site

Special Use Airspace 
(SUA) and airspace 
interactions with other 
airports
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Runway 27 Requires a Non-Standard Approach

 FAA Part 77 Approach Surface 50 to 1 

 FAA TERPS Approach Surface 34 to 1 

 Precludes Runway 27 Precision Instrument 
Approach (ILS)

Terrain East of Airport

Balboa Park Area

Terrain penetrates 34 to 1 and 

50 to 1 Approach Surfaces

Runway 27

Threshold

 Airfield/Airspace
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Current Airfield Operational Characteristics

B747, B777 and B787 operations require special procedures

21

Runway
crossing Runway

crossing
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Current Airfield Operational Characteristics

Taxiway C cannot be extended; therefore this crossing is likely to continue

Runway
crossing
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Current Airfield Operational Characteristics

Parallel taxiways would reduce potential head-to-head operations

23

Conflicting
taxiway
traffic

 Airfield/Airspace
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Terminal Facilities
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Passenger and Baggage Flow Sequence 

 Operational Overview
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Existing and Proposed Terminal Facilities
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Commuter
Terminal

Terminal One

Terminal Two

Terminal Two –
West Expansion 
(under construction)

Facility Number of Gates

Terminal 1 19 (includes FIS-
capable gates)

Terminal 2 22

Terminal 2 West (under 
construction)

10

Total gates after 
Green Build opening

51

Commuter terminal 4 ground-loading 
positions

Construct new second level 
road/curb and vehicle 
circulation serving Terminal 2.

4

1 Expand existing Terminal 2 West 
with 10 new jet gates.

3 Construct new apron and aircraft 
taxilane.

2 Construct new aircraft parking and 
replacement Remain-Over-Night 
(RON) aircraft parking apron.

4
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Parking and Ground Transportation
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Parking Facilities
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Lindbergh Field Parking (Apr. 2012)

NTC 2 (Temp.)

Valet 

Storage CT
SANPark 

Harbor Drive

SanPark

Pac Hwy

(Remote)

SANPark NTC

T2
T1

873 

1,346

875

920 1,129

1,197
0 

0

2,491

2,644

644

763

170

170 156

186

Revenue Generating Spaces

Total Number of Spaces

9
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Current Airport Access
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Development Constraints
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Stakeholders
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Internal Stakeholders External Stakeholders

• Airlines

• Cargo operators

• Tenants

• Concessionaires

• Fixed base operators

• TSA

• FAA

• Customs and Border Protection

• Employees

• Passengers

• Authority Advisory Committee

• City of San Diego

• County of San Diego

• Metropolitan Transit System

• North County Transit District

• San Diego Association of Governments

• San Diego Unified Port District

• United States Department of Defense

• Community

• County residents

• San Diego’s Tourist & Convention Market

SDCRAA works with a wide range of interests in the community
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Local, State and Federal Regulations

Federal and State
–Federal Aviation Regulations

–Grant Assurances

–FAA Orders and Advisory Circulars

–EPA

–Airport Use Restrictions (Noise and Capacity Act)

Local
–Curfew from 11:30 P.M. to 6:30 A.M.\

Must also consider results of Destination 
Lindbergh Study

29

The Airport must be planned within a highly-regulated framework
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What is Destination Lindbergh?

Cooperative planning effort led by:
– San Diego County Regional Airport Authority

– City of San Diego

– San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG)

Designed to answer:
– What is the ultimate build-out of the airport?

– What is the best option for integration of a ground access Intermodal 
Transportation Center?

– How can traffic on local streets be minimized?
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Destination Lindbergh: Decision-Making Process

Ad Hoc Airport Regional Policy Committee
–City of San Diego (Chaired by Mayor Sanders)

–San Diego County Regional Airport Authority

–San Diego Association of Governments

–Metropolitan Transit System

–North County Transit District

–County of San Diego

–San Diego Unified Port District

–U.S. Department of Defense
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Alt. B1 (North Check-in / North Gates) - TABLED

Airport 

Support

Public

Parking

ITC / Terminal

Note: Alt. B is presented for informational purposes only.  The US Marine Corps letter of 

April 18, 2008 stated that MCRD property is a national defense resource and is not 

available to resolve airport land use issues.

Relocated 

Pacific 

Highway

Land 

Acquisition, 

27 acres

All renderings are conceptual only 

Air Cargo

General Aviation

Not to Scale

N

Not to Scale

NN
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Alt. A8 (On-Airport Access Road to 
South Check-in / South Gates) - ELIMINATED

Airport 

Support

Public Parking

Rental Cars

Airport 

Support

Non-

secure 

People 

Mover

Dedicated 

Roadway from 

I-5

All renderings are conceptual only

Not to Scale

N

Not to Scale

NN
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Alt. A2 (North Check-in / South Gates)

Airport 

SupportAirport 

Support

Secure 

People 

Mover

All renderings are conceptual only

Not to Scale

N

Not to Scale

NN

ITC / 
Terminal

Public

Parking

Relocated 

Pacific 

Highway
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Alt. A3 (Dual Check-in / South Gates)

All renderings are conceptual only

Secure 

People 

Mover

Airport 

Support

Airport 

Support

15 Gate Terminal

20 Gate 

Concourse
23 Gate 

Concourse

ITC / 
Terminal

Public

Parking

Relocated 

Pacific 

Highway

Public 

Parking
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Destination Lindbergh 
Opening Day Facilities

Note:  All passenger processing remains on south side
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PAL 1 Facilities

Note:  Terminal 1 passenger processing is in north ITC; Terminal 2 

processing remains on south side
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Destination Lindbergh 
Recommended Development Plan (PAL 2)

2nd Concourse
38 gates

Intermodal Transit Center

1st Concourse
22 gates

Consolidated Rental Cars
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Destination Lindbergh: Opening Day – Refined
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Airport Finances

40
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The Next Phase of Planning at SDIA
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The Airport Development Plan (ADP) will define the

next major phase of SDIA development

Goals to be defined in coordination with Authority

Advisory Committee and other stakeholders
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The Airport Development Plan

The Airport Development Plan will 
include:
Description of development alternatives 

and concepts

 Possible financial plan

 Realistic schedule for implementation of 
planned development

 FAA-required graphic presentation of the 
next development phase, including the 
surrounding land uses

 Concise and descriptive report

 Framework for continuous planning
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Airport Development Plan Technical Elements and 
Workflow
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ADP Project Schedule
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Project to last 4 years:
– 2 years for planning analyses

– 2 years for environmental reviews

2012 2013 2014 2015

Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1Project Element

Task 6 – Documentation

Environmental 
Review 

Completion

Task 8 – Preparation of Environmental Review Documents

Task 7 – Airport Layout Plan

Task 5 – Aviation Forecasts

Task 4 – Implementation Plan

Task 3 – Alternatives Development and Evaluation

Task 2 – Facility Requirements

Task 1 - Mobilization

ADP
Completion

Possible Authority Advisory Committee Meeting
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Next Steps
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Goal setting

Destination Lindbergh review

Stakeholder engagement

Passenger intercept surveys
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Authority Advisory Committee Role in the ADP

Review and comment on ADP plans, analyses and 
recommendations

Provide community perspectives

Assist in disseminating ADP progress throughout the 
community

Provide a sounding board to the Airport Authority on 
ADP issues

Potential next meeting date: July 11, 2012

46
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www.san.org

Thank You!


