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San Diego Airport 
Every flight starts here with the programming of the aircraft & flight plan 



San Diego Airport San Diego Airport 

RNAV (a.k.a. Satellite Based) 
OR 

Non-RNAV (a.k.a. Ground Based) 



San Diego Airport 



San Diego Airport 
When ready for Takeoff, ATC issues: “Aircraft 123, Runway 27, Cleared for Takeoff” 



Takeoff 
What happens on Takeoff: 

• Pilot accelerates until 
takeoff speed 
 

• Rotates the aircraft 
 

• The aircraft directs the first 
line of code: Climb to an 
altitude 
 

 

Liftoff spots may vary 



Takeoff 
What happens on Takeoff: 

• When the altitude is 
reached, the aircraft 
commands the next line of 
code: Go direct to…. 
 

• Tower hands aircraft off to 
Departure control 
 

• Departure and the Pilot 
work together to navigate 
away from the Airport 

 

Flies a Heading – Wind Affected 

Proceeds on Course 

These lines are for illustration purposes only. 



Noise Dots 



Has something changed? Is something going to change?  

https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/flight_info/aeronav/procedures/ 



San Diego Airport San Diego Airport 

Questions? 
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