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Included herein are the following comments received on the Draft RASP Report, which 
was provided to agencies and the general public on January 25, 2011.   

1. February 2011 correspondence received from Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG) Aviation Technical Advisory Committee (ATAC) 
Commercial Passenger Optimization 

A response to the issues raised is provided on page D-4. 

2. March 2011 correspondence received from the County of San Diego 

A response to this correspondence was not warranted. 

3. March 2011 correspondence received from San Diego Regional Economic 
Development Corporation 

A response to this correspondence was not warranted. 

4. March 2011 correspondence received from San Diego East County Economic 
Development Council 

A response to this correspondence was not warranted. 

5. March 2011 correspondence received from South County Economic Development 
Council 

A response to this correspondence was not warranted. 



 

 

   
Mr. Ted Anasis 
Manager of Airport Planning 
San Diego County Regional Airport Authority 
P.O. Box 82776 
San Diego, California 92138‐2776 

Dear Mr. Anasis: 

Thank you very much for presenting an overview of the San Diego Region’s Draft Regional Aviation 
Strategic Plan (RASP) to SCAG’s Aviation Technical Advisory Committee (ATAC) on February 17 at 
Brackett Field.  It was a very informative presentation and much appreciated by ATAC members. ATAC 
recognizes the close interrelationship between our two regions that share many aviation‐related 
problems and issues, and has had an ongoing interest in how aviation issues in San Diego County could 
potentially impact commercial and non‐commercial airports in the 6‐county SCAG Region.  

At its last meeting on February 17, ATAC unanimously approved a number of comments on the Draft 
RASP.  These comments were made in the spirit of the published RASP Fact Sheet which says that the 
RASP will “Consider interregional aviation plans from the regions bordering San Diego County.” In its 
2004 and 2008 Regional Transportation Plans (RTPs), SCAG did not confine its analysis of future aviation 
issues to the SCAG Region, and included aviation demand from Northern San Diego County in its 
allocation of forecast aviation demand to the SCAG region’s commercial airports.  

The comments on the Draft RASP that were unanimously approved by the SCAG Aviation Technical 
Advisory Committee at its February 17, 2011 meeting are as follows: 

 SCAG’s 2004 and 2008 RTPs allocated a significant amount of passenger and cargo demand from 
Northern San Diego County to March Inland Port (MIP) in 2035. A proposed station of the Los 
Angeles to San Diego via the Inland Empire proposed segment of the California High‐Speed Rail 
Project would be located at MIP, which would facilitate serving demand from Northern San 
Diego County at MIP. However, MIP is entirely missing from the RASP analysis in chapter four of 
projected passenger enplanements at airports in the combined SCAG/SANDAG regions. San 
Bernardino International Airport (SBD) is missing as well. Both MIP and SBD should be included 
in the RASP enplanement forecasts at levels consistent with the 2008 RTP Constrained Scenario 
that will be the basis for new 2035 forecasts prepared for the 2012 RTP. 

 Chapter four of the RASP (pg. 4‐20) states that “LAX is projected to reach capacity sometime 
around 2015, which will result in significant increases in passenger enplanements at John 
Wayne/Orange County, Long Beach, Ontario International, and Burbank.” However, according 
to a presentation given at the 9/23/10 ATAC meeting by Diego Alvarez, Los Angeles World 
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Airport’s coordinator for ground transportation, LAWA does not forecast LAX to meet its 78.9 
MAP Settlement Agreement constraint until 2024. John Wayne and Long Beach should reach 
their legally‐enforceable capacity constraints (10.8 MAP and 4.2 MAP, respectively) well before 
2024. 

 In Figure 4‐20 of the RASP (pg. 4‐21), Burbank Airport (BUR) should be renamed Bob Hope 
Airport. The capacity of BUR in the Figure‐20 is around 12 MAP. This significantly exceeds the 
9.4 MAP physical capacity of the airport estimated by SCAG and adopted for the 2008 RTP, 
corresponding to the airport’s 14 gates. 

 Figure 4‐20 also shows a physical capacity of around 14 MAP for Ontario Airport (ONT), which is 
far lower than the 31.6 MAP capacity of the airport estimated by SCAG and adopted for the 
2008 RTP, corresponding to the airport’s two runways (LAWA also estimates over 30 MAP of 
ultimate physical capacity for ONT). It is impossible to tell what the RASP assumes for the 
legally‐enforceable Settlement Agreement capacity of John Wayne Airport since it is missing 
from Figure 4‐20. 

I hope that these comments are helpful to the San Diego County Regional Aviation Authority in 
finalizing the RASP.  The SCAG Aviation Technical Advisory Committee looks forward to working closely 
with the Airport Authority on aviation issues of mutual concern, including the development of a new 
Regional Aviation Element with new 2035 aviation demand forecasts for SCAG’s 2012 Regional 
Transportation Plan.   Contact Michael Armstrong, SCAG Aviation Program Manager (213‐236‐1914) or 
myself (562‐570‐2678) if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Kunze 
ATAC Chairman 
Staff Advisor, Long Beach Airport 

cc:  Mr. Michael Armstrong 
Aviation Program Manager 
Southern California Association of Governments  
818 W 7th Street 12th Floor 
Los Angeles CA 90017‐3435 



  

Regional Aviation Strategic Plan 
San Diego County Regional Airport Authority 
SAN660 D-4 

Response to SCAG Correspondence 

California Senate Bill 10 (SB-10) mandated the RASP focus on the 12 public use airports 
in San Diego County.  In recognition of the important interrelationships between San 
Diego County and the SCAG region in regard to air travel demand, the RASP Study 
Area was expanded to include (a) five counties of the SCAG region, including: Orange, 
Los Angeles, San Bernardino, Riverside and Ventura; and (b) the five commercial 
service airports serving the region, including: Los Angeles International (LAX), 
Burbank (BUR), John Wayne (SNA), Ontario (ONT), and Long Beach (LGB).  Second, 
analyses that included airports in the SCAG region were purposely kept at a high-level 
because, again, the focus of the RASP is the 12 public use airports in San Diego County. 

Responses to the individual comments are provided below: 

 March Inland Port (MIP) and San Bernardino International Airport (SBD):  SB-
10 mandates that the RASP consider alternative or optimized use(s) of currently 
existing facilities in San Diego County only.  These airports are outside of San 
Diego County, and therefore, were not considered in the analyses and 
recommendations.   

 Capacity Constraints at Los Angeles International (LAX):  The Authority 
recognizes the differences in forecasts.  Consistent with historical U.S. 
enplanements, denoted on Figure 4-12 in the RASP Technical Report (page 4-10), 
the RASP projects a strong recovery from the current recession beginning in the 
near-term.  This recovery may advance capacity constraints at LAX compared to 
the forecasts provided to ATAC on September 23, 2010.  In summary, this is 
primarily a question of future actual activity level forecasts, and when capacity 
limits at various airports will actually be reached.   

 Capacity of Burbank, Ontario, and John Wayne airports:  The Authority 
recognizes the differences in the capacity assumptions for three airports.  The 
capacities of all airports in the SCAG region were based on available information 
including existing master plans or information maintained on individual airport 
websites.  For example, Ontario Airport’s website notes “The twin terminals can 
accommodate up to 10 million passengers a year…”   The RASP Baseline Scenario did 
not consider construction of additional facilities (e.g., terminals, runways) that 
would increase the capacity of these airports, and this is documented in the 
RASP report.  SDCRAA also recognizes that the Settlement Agreement capacity 
of John Wane Airport was omitted from consideration in the RASP.   

Finally, the Authority recognizes that there are a number of issues at the local level that 
may differ from RASP findings that are focused on the system level.  However, based 
on the RASP analyses, variations in individual airport capacity estimates would not 
materially change the outcome of the RASP findings.  The conclusions would remain 
unchanged, in large part because of the system structure and the available and planned 
facilities at airports in San Diego County. 
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March 2, 2011 
  
Robert H. Gleason 
Chair 
San Diego County Regional Airport Authority 
P.O. Box 82776 
San Diego, California 92138-2776 
  
Dear Chairman Gleason, 
  
The East County Economic Development Council (East County EDC) would like to take this 
opportunity to express its appreciation for inclusion in the Regional Airport Strategic Plan 
(RASP) process over the last year. Holding a public open house in the East County showed real 
commitment to conducting meaningful outreach to the entire San Diego region.  
  
We look forward to the Board's official adoption of the RASP and are particularly keen to see the 
recommendation that Gillespie Field airport be enhanced to accommodate additional General 
Aviation services come to fruition. The Council's Gillespie Field Development Committee, 
which has met continuously since 1993, is already exploring economic development strategies to 
address the infrastructure, business, and workforce training initiatives required to take advantage 
of increased Gillespie Field operations.  
 
The Gillespie Field Development Committee includes public, private, and non-profit sector 
stakeholders that have, through its spirit of cooperation and pure perseverance, worked to 
increase the visibility and value of Gillespie Field. These efforts include championing 
infrastructure improvements to the Bradley Avenue/SR-67 interchange and ongoing planning for 
quality development at the adjacent Gillespie Field airport and surrounding commercial and 
industrial area.       
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 Jo Marie Diamond 
Interim President and CEO 
East County Economic Development Council 
  
 




