
Travel Desk
san diego international airport public art _ sheryl oring

Initials carved into a tree trunk 
along a favorite trail or into a 
wooden picnic table at a 
beloved spot serve as poignant 
reminders that we were here, 
providing an indelible physical 
mark in an increasingly 
transitory, digital world. For my 
Travel Desk installation, I was 
drawn to the picnic table as an 
icon of the San Diego 
landscape. By pushing the scale 
of the table itself and carving 
the table and bench tops with 
excerpts from the messages 
typed during the Travel Desk 
performances, I aim to create 
an iconic meeting place within 
the airport, a place where 
people return to again and 
again to trace their own stories 
and read those of others. 
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plan view of 40’ table highlighting 8’ handicap accessible areas and seating for 24 people

plan view of 40’ table highlighting graphic design to be laser etched into surfaceexample of engraved text on table and bench
surfaces, urban harvest eucalyptus

excerpts from the messages typed during the 
August 2013 Travel Desk performances will be
integrated into the table and bench surfaces
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Travel Desk performance, August 2013



current condition



proposed installation

*remove banners, seating, and video screens




